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Description: This is an six week speculative investment project in the stock market. You will learn about the basics of investing. A primary goal of this project is for you to understand the trends of the market. For instance: What economic factors cause one stock to go down while others go up? Another goal of this project is to make as much money as possible.

Directions: I am so graciously sharing my teaching fortune with you & giving you each $10,000 in paper money to invest in the market. 

1) This project should be kept neatly in a .5”-1” three-ring binder.

2) You must invest your money in at least 5 stocks (no mutual funds, commodities, bonds, etc.) All of your stocks should be represented on at least one of the major exchanges: NYSE and NASDAQ.

3) You may not have more than $100 cash in the “bank” at any one time. In other words you are not allowed to avoid losing money by not investing.

4) You must keep track of all transactions on a Buy/Sell sheet.

5) Company Research: On Google Finance you will find stock graphs over the last year, a company profile, and statistics for the company. You need to summarize in 1-2 paragraphs this information. You must include: The High & Low prices of the stock over the last year, a summary of the company profile (what they sell or the services they offer), a description of how the price has changed over the last year, and the Market Capitalization of the company.
6) Weekly Journals: Each Friday, after close, you will have journal questions to answer about your portfolio or the stock market in general. With that journal you will need to complete a chart that contains the following information: Company Name, Company Symbol, Number of Shares, Purchase Price per share, closing price from Friday, Difference in total value of company stock, change of value of portfolio.
7) Final Analysis:  Chart. Columns: Name of company, purchase price, sell price, profit/loss per share, number of shares, total profit/loss per company, % change in value, total project profit/loss
8) Final Summary:  Answer the following questions in your summary:
a. How did the stock market perform during the project? Use & show the DJI as your determining guide & include the % change. Was this change reflected in the stocks you purchased?

b. What makes stock prices rise & fall? Explain.

c. Does the stock market react to the economy, or does the economy react to the stock market? Explain.

d. Did any of your companies change in value over 10%? Analyze why, including data for each company.

e. What are 3 bits of advice you would give a first-time investor, & if you would consider using stocks as an investment when you’re an independent adult.

**Start Date: the day you’ll buy stocks (be sure to have the previous day’s closing price for each company that you buy)-__8/22/19__________________

**Project Due Date-________10/7/19________________

**Late Penalty- 20% per day. If you are absent from class the project is still expected to be here on the due date at the beginning of your class.
This project counts as the equivalent of 1 test grade.
See the rubric for specific directions/ points values.

